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Ford Township Website!!
www fordtownslip.org

The new Ford Town-
ship website 15 up and
running. “While it is
still a “work in pro-
gress”, please check it
out!

e want to thank
Een & Cathy Smith,
Wicki Smith, Bud
Jehnson, Fim John-
son, Tom Mottenson
and Jim Cole for
photographs. Please
check it cut and let us
kncwr what you like —
ot what you don’t
like.

Dhring the Compre-
hensive Flan public

meetings the possibil-
ity of a-web site was
discussed as 2 means
of informing resi-
dents about township
issues. In March
2007, the Board ap-
proved development
of aweb site and
David Zambery of
Webstudio 88 was
chosen asweb de-
signerwith Edna
Cole as Board Liai-
son. Meeting notices,
approved minutes
from the monthly
Eoard meetings, in-
formation on towwrn
services, town gow-
ernment, elections,

history and much
more is right at your
fingertips —plus
some really neat pho-
tos of the best of
Ford Towrnshipl

More infonmation
wrill be added as time
goEs On — 50 book-
mark the site so you
can return frequently
and keep upwith the
happenings in our
busy little township.
And do let us know
your ideas of what
might be added or
expanded to make
the site useful to youl

Ford Township Neighborhood Watch

shenff Steve Schulz
attended the Annual
Town Meeting on
March 13 and gavea
PowrerPoint presenta-
tion on the
MNeighborhood Watch
program. WWhile
shenff hchulzis a
strong advocate of
the program believing
that “many eyes and
gars” can make 4 dif-
ference, the responsi-
bility for making it
wrotk will indeed rest

with the community.
There is information
available and the
sheriff is wrilling to
work with a core
group of residents to
get the program or-
ganized. CQuite gm-
ply it is neighbors
watching out for each
other —but there are
some techniques for
helping us be more
aware of what is go-
ing on around us and
remembering the

small details that
might make a big dif-
ference in solving a
crime. ‘There is
MNeighborhood Watch
signage which might
make a prospective
burglar think twice
about breaking and
entering. Ford
Towrnship has had no
small amount of rob-
beries and pethaps it
is time for us to band
together and let the
bad guys kncww they
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need to move on —
we aren’t going to put
up with it anymore!
If you are willing to
be a part of organiz-
ing this worthwrhile
prografm of serving as
a road monitor,
please contact any of
the Town Board
members. Wotking
together can makea
differencel
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Flection Results—Annual Election: March 2007

The Annual Election was
held on Tuesday, March
13, 2007, The Board of
Canvas met following the
Annual Meeting and certi-
fied the following election
results:

Doug Bassett received 15
votes, Jerry Lelday re-
ceived 1 vote for a three

year position as Supervisor.

Doug Bassett was declared
elected as Supervisor.

Edna Cole received 152
votes, one ballot was un-
matked, for a two year
tertm as Treasurer. Edna
Zole was declared elected
as Treasurer.

On the question to move
the Ford Township elec-

Township Clerk Position

The Ford Town Board is

tions from March to the
second Tuesday after the
first Monday in MNovem-
ber. Ten votes yes to
mowve to Movember, s1x
votes to keep the election
in March. The Town elec-
tion will move to Movem-

ber effective 2008,

Az g further result of that
vote, the terms of the
Town Board will be

changed as follows:

supervisor Posttion A
tertn will expire Movemn-
ber 2008 and Supervisor
will serve until the first

Monday of January, 2009

supervisor Posttion B
term will expire Movem-

ber 2010 and Supervisor
will serve until the first

Monday of January 2011

supervisor Posttion C
terrn will expire Novem-
ber 2010 and Supervisor
will serve until the first

Monday of January 2011

Cletk position will expire
Movember 2008 and Clerk
will serve until the first

Monday of January 2009,

Treasurer position will ex-
pire Movember 2010 and
Treasurer will serve until
the first Monday of January
2011

2007 Road Tour

The Road Tour was com-

would like to thank Penny
Simonsen for her years of
service to Ford Town-

very happy to announce
that Sarah Berry has ac-
cepted the position of
Ford Township Cletk.

pleted on May 26, It was de-
termined that more rip rap is
needed on the south end of
Olympic Street where there
are two washes. More signage

ship.
is needed including dead end
signs on 340% and 350% Ford
Towrnship /Kanabec County
entrance signs on the north
end of Olympic Street and on
the east end of the Chelsey
Brook Foad. It will be neces-
sary to spray Canadian Thistle
in the roadwrays of the town-
ship. Road wotkwas com-
pleted on 340% Avenue in
section 27

They wrould also like to
thank ladys IMNelson for
serving as the interim
Clerk while looking to fill
the position. Gladys cur-
rently serves as the Clerk
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Annual Meeting Financial Requests

At the Township Annual
Meeting on March 13,2
request was made to in-
clude a list of the organi-
zations requesting finan-
cial contributions with
their contact information
in the next newsletter,
They were as follows:

Family Pathwrays: A non-
profit social services or-
Fanization serving sem-
1ors, children and their
families. Contact: Kate
Barrowrs, Communication
Coordinator, Family
Pathrrays, 26816 Fettle
River Boulevard, Wiyo-
ming, M 55092,

The Refuge Metwork A
non-profit organization
whose mission isto asdst
vichms of domestic wio-
lence live wiclence free
lives in Tsanti, Eanabec
and Chisago counties.
Contact: Roxie Karelis,
Executive Director, the
Eefuge IMetworls, P.O.
Box 323, Cambridge, MIN
BAO0E.

Kanabec County Sheriff’s
Reserve: A non-profit
organization assisting the
Eanabec County Shenff’s
office with their duties to
serve and protect. All

oG a_oG o

members of the Shenff's
Reserve are volunteers
and funds raised go to-
wards uniforms, radics,
training and other neces-
sary supplies. Contact:
Eanabec County Shenffs
Reserve Unit, 18 Iorth
Wine Street, Suite 143,
Mora, MM 55051

Eanabec County Agricul-
tural Sodety: Ap Society
15 seeking funding to im-
prove the grounds and
the annual Kanabec
County Fair which cele-
brates our rural culture
and hertage Contact:
FLCAS, Kathy Ellis,
Treasurer, 2358 2300
Awenue, Mora, MM
55051

seven County Senior Fed-
eration: A non-profit or-
ganization writh offices in
Mora, MIN serving the
health and well-being of
older citizens in the seven
county area. Funding will
be used to enhance and
create public programs
for seniors. Contact: Tim
Burkhardt, Director
seven County Senior Fed-
eration, 47 Park Street
Motth, Mora, MM EEDEL

Eanabec County First

.

Responder Team: A
newly formed non-profit
seeking to form a group
of First REesponder wolun-
teers to respond to emer-
gencies and provide basic
Responder aid until other
Emergency Medical Ser-
ViCE rESOUrCESs Can arrive.
Funding wrill be used for
equipment and training
for volunteers. Contact:
Cheryl Blegen, CEO,
Kanabec County First
Responder Team, 407
Morth Grove Street,
Mora, W BR051

Eanabec History Center:
A non-profit organization
dedicated to the preserva-
ticn of the history of
Eanabec County. Fund-
ing helps to care for the
large archives (including
many Ford Township
records), provide educa-
tion programs, and to
continue to research and
collect the history of the
county. Contact Fana-
bec History Center, F.O.
Box 113, 305 West Forest
Aorenue, Mora, BN
5E05L

Ford Township Board
Members and Contact
Information

Flatie Ferr, Chair
A20-079-h154
kerr@notthle com

Eim Johnson, Vice Chair
320-679-0512
snaketivermn@yahoo.cotn

Doug Bassett, Supervisor
320-67T9-5TED
decbhassett@nds.com

sarah Berry, Clerk
3E0-aT9-4550
brar systermn (@e cenet. com

Edna Cole, Treasurer
220-672-3137
n4lcole@ncis. oom

Life & Tires of Ford
Townriship Newsietter

If yvou would prefer not
to receive the “Life &
Times of Ford Town-
ship™ MNewrsletter please
send an e-mail to ford-
tosrnship@yahoo. com
or mail a copy of your
mailing label to Eatie
Eerr, 2164 330th fAve.
Mora MIN 55051
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Road Work

Special Road Project:
Swrrvmer, 2007

The major roadwrotk pro-
ject for 2007 wil consist
of wotk on the township
road between Sections 27
and 34in the southern
area of Ford Township on
3400 Avenue. This road
improvement will include
the cleaning of ditches and
right-of-wray and the cut-
ting of ovethanging
branches. Culverts and
Class 5 gravel will be
added to upgrade this par-
ticular piece of road.
$30,000.00is budgeted for
this project.

Surmmer, 2008

In 2008, the township il
begin the process of clear-

ing the right of <ways on
the township roads to
promote better wisibility
and to open the roads for
better air movemnent. This
wrill make our roads safer
and allcrr them to dry up
more quickly after the
spring thaw and seasconal
rains.

All trees and shrubs
within the right of way
will be cleared. The land-
crrners own all trees that
measure at least gxinches
in diameter when meas-
ured at a point two feet
above the pround. The
landowrners may remove
these trees on their cwn
ot by granting written per-
mission to the township,
the township will remove
them and leave them on

the landowner's property.
There has been $G 250,00
budgeted for the project.

If this project will be af-
fecting your land, and you
wish to have the trees re-
movwed but retain the
wood, you may send your
permission letters to Doug
Bassett at 2138 330t Ave-
nue, Mora or contact him
with any questions at 320
G79 BTE0,

There is significant gravel-
ing of the township roads
also planned for 2008
‘The final amount =will be
determined by gravel and
hauling prices which will
not be Encwn until closer
to the project time.

Road Recording Update
Last fall, as part of the Ford Teownship Cotnprehensive Planning process, notice was given that the Ford Teowmn
Eoard would be holding a Public Hearing for the purpose of reviewing and establishing all town roadsin the
town and recording with the Fanabec County Recorder the legal description and a town map of those roads.

PAGE 4

Planning
Commission

Update

The Ford Towmnship
Planning Commission
meetings are held on the
fourth Thursday of each
month at 700 pm. in the
Teown Hall The Plan-
ning Commission is
nearing completion of
the final draft of the
Comprehensive Flan and
is beginning to plan its
implementation. The
meetings are open to the
public and the Planning
Commission welcomes
your input.

The reason for this action was to ensure that the town, the landowners and land administrators, and the general
public all have notice of the location and the legal description of the township roads.

A Public Hearing was held on December 14, 2006 and continued on February &, 2007, to present the proposed

town road map and to alow for publicinput. As a result of the feedback from these meetings and from written

comments received by the Town Board, on April 10, 2007, the Ford Town Board on a unanimous vote adopted
Resolution #2007-04-01, and the Order for the Recording of the Town Read Descriptions and the Town Road
Map.

If you would like a copy of the legal description of the roads or a town road map, please contact Sarah Berry at
(3207 679-4580 or buwrsystem(@ecenet. cotm

Ford Township E-Mail Address:
f't::-rdtownship@}rahoo.com

Ford Township Website:

wrawrw. fordtownship.org
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Noxious Weed Controf PAGE S

One of the many responsibilities of Township povernment is cooperation with a county-wide inspection to deter-
tine what, if any, noxious weeds are growing within the borders of our Tewrnship. Ower the last twro years, in-
spections with Theresa Bearce of the Kanabec County Environmental Services have revealed a significant ameount
of Tall Buttercup, 2 noxous weed which the State of Minnesota and Kanabec County expects to be controlled /
eradicated bylandowners. Tall Butteraip contains a bitter juice that can blister skin and is toxc to livestodk
(particularly cattle) and other anitnals, often causing blistering of the mouth and digestive tract. In severe cases,
irritation leads to paralysis, convulsions, and death.  Eecause of its bitter taste, animals usually avoid eating the
plant. The toxic oil evaporates from cut plants, making hay containing the dried plant harmless to livestock. Tall
Buttercup prefers heavy, moist sodl, ditches, lowland edges and rich damp woods, but also infests pastures, hay
fields, forage crops, rangeland and roadsides and can quickly invade an area crowding out more degrable fodder.

Townships are mandated to follow set guidelines set out by State Statute to notify affected landessners and then to
sECure 4 commitment from them that steps will be taken to control /eradicate the nomious weeds. Tothis end, the
Town of Ford sent letters to township landewners in October, 2004, if Tall Buttercup was observed on their prop-
erty and offering suidance as to recommended ways of removing the weed from their premises. Mowing before
seed set will keep the plants from spreading and may eventually kill them. Other methods are spraying, aithng or
pulling the weeds. If you would like to seewhat Tall Buttercup locks like please see the Ford Township Website
in the section titled “Services™

Everyone needs to understand that the eradication of Tall Buttercup in the Township will not be completed in a
year or two. It will only be accomplished over a period of many years with the cooperation of the landowners on
infested private lands and the T'owrnship, County and State implementing controls on the publiclands and road-
ways. Everyone working together can make this happen!

Fire Protection

Call 911
Fire protection for the Town of Ford is provided through a contract with the Isle Volunteer Fire Department. If a
fire occurs, call 911 immediately. A call to 911 from a landline telephone will indicate your location to the dis-
patcher who will automatically contact the Isle Fire Department. A call from a cell phone within the township will
require spedfic information 4s to location of the problem. The 911 operator will guide you through that process.
Burn Permits
Buming restrictions vary during the year depending on local conditions. Bumn permits allow OMNLY the burming
of clean wvegetative material —that does not include painted wood, plastic, garbage, paper and many other prohib-
ited materials. Think carefully about your actions and plan for safety first when you have to burn vegetative de-
bris. Proof of a burn permit must be available at the burn site. Burn permits are available from local wolunteer fire
wardens: Bob & Alice Aanestad, 3556 Olympic Street

Jim & Edna Cole, 2016 Highway 27
as well as the DINR offices in Mora, Sandstone, McGrath and the Courthouse in Mora. The Forestry offices and
the Courthouse are generally open only Monday through Friday, 800 am. to 430 p.m. In the near future, the op-
tion will be available to apply for a permit on the internet.

Banish the Barrel

No, you cannot burn household trash in a burn barrel on your property! Burning household waste can be
harmful to your health {and your neighbor’s) becanse burming just one pound of trash in g burn barrel produces
more dioxin than a ton of similar trash bumed at 2 municipal waste indnerator. In addition trash burning cavses
40% of all wild fires! The ashes from such a burn barrel can contaminate soils, wells and surface waters. For good
reason, it has been illegal to burn household trash in a burn barrel since 1969 Dispose of waste propetly —recycle
or reuse, compost or chip yard waste, use garbage services —and protect the health of the environment, induding
pecple, livestock and wwildhfe.
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